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1. RMIT–Sri Lanka Cotutelle Joint PhD Program 

1.1. PhD Duration 

The standard Cotutelle Joint PhD duration is 3.5 years, including a 6-month extension. This 

timeframe is divided into two segments, with the candidate spending 2.5 years at Sri Lanka 

(offshore), and 1 year at RMIT in Melbourne (onshore).  

Candidates commence their PhD offshore at the partner university in Sri Lanka. They will 

relocate to Melbourne at any point in time once they have achieved their Confirmation of 

Candidature (end of first year), and when they have completed 18 months of candidature.  

Candidates spend a maximum of 12 months at RMIT before returning to their home 

institution in Sri Lanka to complete the program. 

 

1.2. PhD Project Establishment Process 

a) Project initiation and student registration can occur at any time of the year. 

 

b) A project can be proposed by either the Sri Lankan university or the RMIT University 

senior supervisor. Depending on the proposing party, supervision from the other university 

will be matched to the project through the respective university coordinator, in accordance 

with specific university guidelines. 

 

c) During the proposal stage, the preliminary project scope needs to be presented. 

Importantly, the 2.5-year offshore project funding should be finalised at this stage, 

including the PhD stipend and research costs for the period the student spends in Sri 

Lanka. 

 

d) For the 2.5 years in Sri Lanka (offshore), the Sri Lankan university project team will secure 

the PhD stipend and research costs. This includes the standard offshore monthly living 

stipend for up to 2.5 years and the preliminary research costs. However, if additional 

research costs are required during this period (beyond preliminary research costs), these 

should be discussed in advance, and a clear funding arrangement should be made. 

 

e) This 2.5-year offshore funding can be secured through one or more of the following 

options: 

✓ Research funding from the host university in Sri Lanka 

✓ Industry sponsorship in Sri Lanka 

✓ Competitive research funding available in Sri Lanka (e.g., NSF, NRC etc.) 

✓ Any other funding opportunities available in Sri Lanka 
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f) For the 1-year onshore period in Melbourne (maximum period), RMIT University will 

provide a living stipend scholarship at the onshore PhD rate. RMIT will also provide: 

✓ A full tuition fee waiver for up to 4 years of PhD enrolment 

✓ A return airfare for the student to join RMIT’s Melbourne campus 

 

g) Once the preliminary project scope and 2.5-year offshore funding arrangement are 

finalised, the relevant documents noted below will be forwarded to RMIT through Sri 

Lankan University coordinator. 

✓ The one-page project synopsis including Sri Lankan University supervisory details 

(i.e. Senior supervisor and Associate supervisor) 

✓ 2.5-year offshore funding confirmation via a letter of support or an email from the 

funding body, clearly indicating the total amount to be funded, including all necessary 

funding arrangements. 

 

h) The RMIT coordinator will then submit the required documents to the university for 

approval to establish a Cotutelle Joint PhD project between the two universities, followed 

by the identification of the RMIT senior supervisor and associate supervisor. RMIT 

supervisory details will be notified to the Sri Lankan University coordinator. 

 

i) Note that each university should appoint two project supervisors, resulting in a maximum 

of four supervisors for a Cotutelle Joint PhD project. 

 

j) The RMIT-Sri Lanka approved project will be advertised openly in Sri Lanka to attract 

suitable candidates. This ensures equal opportunity and transparency in the student 

selection process. This advertising process will be conducted by the Sri Lankan University 

coordinator, who will also share the advertisement details with RMIT. 

 

1.3. Candidate Selection Process  

a) Independent interview process will be conducted by each university in accordance with 

their respective procedures. 

 

b) The Sri Lankan University will manage the initial student selection process. Applications 

will be reviewed and shortlisted for preliminary interviews in Sri Lanka, after which three 

candidates will be identified and ranked. 

 

c) Details of the three shortlisted candidates, including their ranking, CVs, academic 

transcripts, and publications, will be sent to RMIT University for scheduling the final 

interview. 
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d) RMIT will interview the three candidates and provide its ranking. If there are discrepancies 

between the initial interview outcomes, the supervisory teams from both universities will 

meet to discuss and finalise the candidate selection. If required, a second joint interview 

may be arranged for specific candidate(s). 

 

e) Details of the selected candidate will be notified to the Sri Lankan University coordinator, 

who will then communicate the interview outcomes to all three candidates. 

 

f) The selected candidate for the RMIT–Sri Lanka Cotutelle Joint PhD Program, after 

completing interviews at both universities, must meet the RMIT University English 

language requirement within the timeframe agreed upon during the interview.  

 

g) Note that selection to this program will not be finalised until the English language test 

certificate is presented, and the Candidate will not be eligible to register at RMIT and in 

Sri Lanka. 

 

1.4. PhD Registration Process  

a) The PhD registration process will be conducted independently by each university in 

accordance with their respective regulations and procedures. 

 

b) Candidates may initiate the registration processes at both the Sri Lankan and RMIT 

University in parallel. The Sri Lankan University coordinator will also assist the candidate 

in liaising with RMIT regarding their registration process. 

 

c) Note that the Sri Lankan University Senior Supervisor will be the primary contact 

responsible for administering the PhD registration process in Sri Lanka. Similarly, the 

RMIT Senior Supervisor will be the primary contact responsible for administering the 

registration process at RMIT University. Therefore, candidates should communicate 

directly and work with the respective Senior Supervisor at each university to complete the 

PhD registration process. 

 

d) At Sri Lankan University, candidates are required to register as a PhD candidate through 

the Faculty of Graduate Studies or another nominated entity and subsequently sign the 

Cotutelle Project Agreement. 

 

e) The Cotutelle Agreement, duly signed by Sri Lanka, will be forwarded to RMIT through 

the Sri Lankan University Coordinator only.  

 

f) RMIT University follows a two-stage registration process. The overall RMIT registration 

process may take up to six months:  

✓ Submission of an Expression of Interest (EOI) – Stage 1 

✓ Submission of the Final Stage 2 application upon EOI approval 
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g) The student needs to meet the mandatory English language requirement prior to the 

registration at both Sri Lankan and RMIT University, and the valid English language 

certificate should submit at the registration of the PhD at RMIT University. 

 

h) Applicants who possess only a bachelor’s degree must have obtained at least a Second 

Class Honours Upper Division to be eligible for the program. Applicants with a relevant 

Research Master’s degree may be considered with a Second Class Lower Division at the 

bachelor’s level. 

 

i) Please refer to the “2. Streamlined PhD Registration Process” in Page 8 for the detailed 

procedure. 

 

1.5. Official PhD Commencement   

a) After the candidate completes the PhD registration and receives the offer letters from both 

universities, the student will officially commence the PhD project. From this stage, the 

student will receive a monthly living stipend based on the offshore/onshore rate. 

  

b) The student will officially communicate with the full project supervisory team and arrange 

the project commencement meeting. 

 

c) It is recommended that the full project team meets with the student at least on a fortnightly 

basis. However, project meetings can be scheduled more frequently depending on 

requirements. 

 

d) After the project commencement, the student should discuss project-related 

administrative matters directly with the respective senior supervisor of each university. 

 

e) The student will complete the independent PhD evaluation milestones and course 

modules set by each university in accordance with their respective PhD requirements. 

 

f) Note that from the official PhD project commencement, the Sri Lankan University Senior 

Supervisor will be the primary contact for administering the project in Sri Lanka and 

similarly, RMIT Senior Supervisor will be the primary contact for administering the project 

in RMIT University, including arrangements for examinations. 

 

1.6. PhD Completion and Thesis Submission 

a) The independent PhD completion process will be conducted by each university in 

accordance with their respective procedures. The student must complete the 

requirements of both universities to obtain the PhD degree.  
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b) Each university will independently issue the PhD certificate; however, it will include the 

statement: "This degree was supervised and examined under a Joint PhD agreement 

between the [Sri Lankan University name] and RMIT University". 

c) The Sri Lankan University project senior supervisor will administer the Sri Lanka PhD 

completion and thesis submission process according to the Sri Lankan university 

guidelines.  

 

d) The RMIT project senior supervisor will administer the RMIT PhD completion and thesis 

submission process. The typical PhD completion process at RMIT is as follows:  

✓ Attending the PhD completion seminar  

✓ Thesis submission to Two independent examiners  

 

e) In accordance with RMIT’s PhD Submission and Examination Procedure, two external 

examiners must be nominated and approved at least four months prior to the expected 

thesis submission date. Where appropriate, these examiners may be used by both 

institutions as part of the oral defence or viva panel. 

 

f) A single thesis will be submitted for examination by both universities. However, when 

submitting the final archival copy, the candidate must comply with the formatting 

requirements of each university. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Page 8 of 23 
 
 

 
CRICOS provider number: 00122A | RTO Code: 3046 

  
 

 
 
 

2. Streamlined PhD Registration Process 

A. Applicant may submit applications to Sri Lankan University and RMIT University 

simultaneously. RMIT follows a two-stage PhD registration process, while the Sri Lankan 

university conducts a direct PhD admission process. 

 

B. The applicant will submit an Expression of Interest (EoI) Stage 1 application to RMIT 

University while working directly with the RMIT Senior Project Supervisor. Refer to Page 

9, which provides primary guidance for this submission; however, the RMIT Senior 

Project Supervisor will be the main point of contact who will provide all necessary details 

relevant to the Stage 1 application. 

 

C. After submitting the EoI Application, the Applicant should email the Studylink application 

ID and provide full name to the School of Graduate Research in RMIT University at 

sgr.partnerships@rmit.edu.au and stem.sgr.admissions.scholarships@rmit.edu.au. 

 

D. Meeting the RMIT English language requirement and confirmation of an offshore PhD 

scholarship (2.5 years in Sri Lanka) is mandatory when submitting the EoI application. 

Evidence of the offshore PhD scholarship must be attached, which may include an email 

confirmation or a letter of support from the funding organisation in Sri Lanka.  

 

E. The School of Graduate Research (SGR) in RMIT University will assess academic 

qualifications and approve the EoI application. If additional information is required, may 

contact the RMIT Senior supervisor and/or the applicant.  

 

F. Applicants who are successful in the EoI stage 1 application will be invited to proceed 

to the Final Stage 2 RMIT application. The School of Graduate Research (SGR) in RMIT 

University will assess the final application. 

 

G. Please note that the absence of a signed cotutelle agreement from Sri Lanka will not 

prevent the applicant from submitting the Expression of Interest (EoI) Stage 1 

application and Final Stage 2 application to RMIT University.  

 

H. The Signed cotutelle agreement will be emailed by the Sri Lankan university coordinator, 

Not the Applicant, to RMIT University (chamila.gunasekara@rmit.edu.au).   

 

I. A PhD offer will be made only after the cotutelle agreement has been fully endorsed by 

both the Sri Lankan university and RMIT. 

 

J. This streamlined PhD registration process is expected to register the applicant at both 

universities within six months of EoI submission. Note that the official PhD 

commencement will occur only after successful completion of registration at both 

universities. 

mailto:sgr.partnerships@rmit.edu.au
mailto:stem.sgr.admissions.scholarships@rmit.edu.au
mailto:chamila.gunasekara@rmit.edu.au
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3. RMIT Registration Guide Stage 1 - Expression of Interest (EoI) 

Note: The applicant will submit an Expression of Interest (EoI) Stage 1 application to RMIT University 

while working directly with the RMIT Senior Project Supervisor.  The below provides primary 

guidance for the submission only; however, the RMIT Senior Project Supervisor will be the main 

point of contact and will provide all necessary details relevant to this application. 

a) Directions to apply: https://www.rmit.edu.au/research/research-degrees/how-to-apply 

 

b) Register through: https://student-

rmit.studylink.com/index.cfm?event=security.showLogin&msg=eventsecured&fr=sp&en

=default 

 

c) You will be directed to this page and need to register first as a new applicant. 

 

d) Click the “Register” button to create a new account. 

 

https://www.rmit.edu.au/research/research-degrees/how-to-apply
https://student-rmit.studylink.com/index.cfm?event=security.showLogin&msg=eventsecured&fr=sp&en=default
https://student-rmit.studylink.com/index.cfm?event=security.showLogin&msg=eventsecured&fr=sp&en=default
https://student-rmit.studylink.com/index.cfm?event=security.showLogin&msg=eventsecured&fr=sp&en=default
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e) You will be directed to the new registration form. Complete the form by entering your basic 

details, then click the “Register” button to proceed. 

 

f) After successful registration, you will receive a login link via your registered email 

address. Click the link to access your account and log in using the password you created 

during the registration process. Please keep your password for future access. 
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g) After logging in to your account, you will be directed to your dashboard. Click the “Start 

an Application” button to begin the application process. 

 

h) In the “Find Programme” section, enter your subject area(s) in the “Keyword” field and 

select “PhD” as the study level. Then click the “Search Now” button to view the available 

PhD programmes related to your subject. Confirm the appropriate programme code with 

your supervisor, note down the code, and click the “Apply Now” button to proceed with 

your application. 
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i) You will be directed to the Expression of Interest page for the selected PhD programme. 

Tick the confirmation box and select “I am ready to apply!” to proceed with your 

application. 

 

j) Complete the Expression of Interest (EOI) form by entering your personal details in the 

required fields. 
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k) Complete the Contact Details section of the EOI form by entering your current contact 

information in the required fields.  

 

l) In the “Programme and Finance” section of the EOI, enter the following scholarship 

information in the “Other” section:  

 

 This is a joint PhD program between RMIT and the University of [Name], Sri Lanka. 

Scholarship arrangements are made according to the Cotutelle Agreement guidelines.  

Leave the “RMIT Research Equity Scholarship” option blank (do not tick the checkbox). 
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m)  Complete the “Research Proposal” section of the application as follows: 

 

• Leave the Research Projects fields blank (do not select any projects). 

• Enter the title of your research in the Proposed Research Title field. 

• Upload your Research Proposal as a PDF document. 

• In the Academic Staff field, enter the names of your RMIT supervisors only, separated 

by semicolons (;). Include each supervisor's role in parentheses after their name. For 

example: Associate Professor ABC (Senior Supervisor); Professor DEF (Associate 

Supervisor) 

• Attach the approval PDF (email) received from your supervisors. To obtain this, you 

need to send a supervision request email to all your RMIT supervisors asking for their 

consent to supervise your PhD. You can then attach the complete email thread 

(including your email and the supervisors' replies) as a PDF file here. Refer to the 

image below for the supervision request email template. You need to write an email 

copying all RMIT supervisors. Pls note that you must mention your course title with 

code in the email and confirm with the supervisor whether your course is correct.  

After you receive the consent email from all the supervisors, you need to download 

your email communication and save it as a PDF.   
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n) Enter your academic qualifications in the Academic Qualifications section of the EOI. 

Please consider the following when entering your details: 

• Enter only completed degrees. Do not add any incomplete degrees or qualifications 

with pending final results/certificates. 

• Attach only theses/dissertations written in English. If your thesis/dissertation is in 

another language, include the English translation along with the original document. 

• Attach the PDF file of your academic transcript and theses/dissertations. 
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o) Attach your CV in the Supporting Documents section of the EOI. Ensure that your CV 

includes your research experience, publications, awards, and IELTS results as 

mentioned. 

 
 

p) Tick the declaration box and click the “Save and Continue” button to proceed. 
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q) Review the list of attachments uploaded to your application in this section. Ensure that all 

files are renamed appropriately and attach any additional documents relevant to your 

application. Click “Save and Continue” to proceed. 

 

r) Verify your application by completing any incomplete pages, providing missing 

information, or attaching missing documents. Only incomplete sections will appear here. 

Ensure all required sections are completed before submission. 
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s) After verifying your application, submit the EOI. 
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4. RMIT Registration Guide Stage 2 - Final Application 

Note: The applicant will submit the Final Stage 2 application to RMIT University while working directly 

with the RMIT Senior Project Supervisor.  The information below provides primary guidance for the 

submission only; however, the RMIT Senior Project Supervisor will be the main point of contact and 

will provide all necessary details relevant to this application. 

a) Log in to your RMIT account through: https://student-

rmit.studylink.com/index.cfm?event=security.showLogin&msg=eventsecured&fr=sp&en

=default  

 

b) You will be directed to this page and need to log in with your Email and Password.   

 

c) Fill in the form with your passport and visa details.  

 
 

 

https://student-rmit.studylink.com/index.cfm?event=security.showLogin&msg=eventsecured&fr=sp&en=default
https://student-rmit.studylink.com/index.cfm?event=security.showLogin&msg=eventsecured&fr=sp&en=default
https://student-rmit.studylink.com/index.cfm?event=security.showLogin&msg=eventsecured&fr=sp&en=default


 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Page 20 of 23 
 
 

 
CRICOS provider number: 00122A | RTO Code: 3046 

  
 

 
 
 

d) Continue filling in the form with your personal details. 

 

e) Enter your English proficiency details and attach the relevant test results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

f) Enter your employment details. 
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g) Enter your scholarship details as follows in the Scholarships and prizes section: 

 

 

• Name of the scholarship: RMIT–Sri Lanka Cotutelle PhD Program 12-month 
Scholarship 

• Awarding institution: RMIT University – School of Graduate Research (SGR) 

• Year awarded: Insert the year you are submitting the Stage 2 Application. 

• Value of the scholarship: RMIT–Sri Lanka Cotutelle PhD Program: 12-Month 
Scholarship equivalent to the typical RMIT International Onshore Scholarship rate. 
This will be awarded after the student’s arrival at the RMIT Melbourne City campus 
by completing the CoC and anytime after 18 months of candidature. The maximum 
onshore scholarship duration is 12 months. 

• Upload the scholarship offer or other supporting documents: Prepare a 
Word/PDF document containing the following text and attach it: “RMIT–Sri Lanka 
Cotutelle PhD Program: 12-Month Scholarship Equivalent to the Typical RMIT 
International Onshore Scholarship Rate. This will be awarded after the student’s 
arrival at RMIT Melbourne City campus by completing the CoC & anytime after 18 
months of the candidature. Maximum onshore scholarship duration is 12 months.” 

h) Enter your publications details. 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Page 22 of 23 
 
 

 
CRICOS provider number: 00122A | RTO Code: 3046 

  
 

 
 
 

i) Continue filling in your publications details. 

 

j) Fill in your study agreement details. No document upload is required in this section; 

leave it empty. 

 

k) Fill in the additional information required in this section. 
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l) Tick the box and select “Save & Continue” to submit the application. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


